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OF FIRST IMPORTANCE
“Seeing the crowds, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and downcast, like 
sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36).

To hear the words “First Lubbock” is to be reminded 
of the starting place for our missional emphasis as a 
church…first, Lubbock. Lubbock is where we live and 
where we leave our footprints each day. Only by acting 
compassionately, first, toward those circumstances 
that our eyes daily behold, would the Lord truly honor 
our efforts to geographically extend our missional 
presence.

Though the Covid-19 pandemic limited our worship 
gatherings and some of our age group programming 
for a season, and postponed some of our domestic and 
international mission endeavors, our local ministry 
opportunities during this time have increased and 
creatively expanded. Within this issue of our annual 
Missions magazine, you will find not only information 
regarding the various ministry endeavors being 
pursued within our community, but opportunities for 
prayerful participation and engagement.

One of the most creative missional endeavors is the 
development of ServeLubbock, a 501(c) nonprofit 
organization created to provide a venue for services, 
programs, and community development partnerships 

that might not have been afforded us as a church. 
Through this platform, we also become eligible for 
grant monies designated for community and family 
development projects. Having a presence such as this 
gives us a unique opportunity to be salt and light in 
places we would not have, before, even been invited.

Trying conditions abound in the world around us. 
Your faithful stewardship enables us to respond to 
many needs...locally, domestically, and internationally. 
Because to whom much is given, much is required, 
we continue to plan and facilitate a variety of ministry 
opportunities designed to address these global needs. 
While Covid-19 protocols may continue to hamper 
international travel, we continue, nonetheless, to plan 
for the year ahead with a compassionate eye toward 
opportunities having the greatest impact.

With a spirit of thanksgiving for a compassionate 
and engaged church, and an attitude of prayerful 
consideration, please set aside time to read the 
following pages, asking the Lord where he would have 
you join him in being on mission where your feet are.

With Much Love and Appreciation,

Bobby
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WHY 
MISSIONS?

But you WILL receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you WILL be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8

The language used in Acts is very specific. It does not say we “might” 
receive power. It does not say we could “possibly” be His witnesses. Je-
sus says we WILL receive power and we WILL be His witnesses! Sharing 
Him with others is not a matter of if, but when. We are commanded to 
be a missional people everywhere we go. Whether it is an organized 
missional opportunity on the other side of the globe or serving our next 
door neighbor, we are called to be on mission where our feet are.
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Global Mission’s Offering

Our task as Christ followers is to share God’s love with the entire world! 
In addition, we are to equip all those with whom we share, no matter where 
they or where they are from, on their journey.  We are honored to give our 
time, talent and treasure as we serve in our local church. This enables us 
to share hope with a hurting community and the world at large. Through 
our giving to the local church, the family of faith engages with other 
ministries that are on the same path of ministering to our community and 
our world. Together we can accomplish more than we ever could as an 
individuals.

The Global Mission’s Offering goal for this budget year is $182,450, as of 
March 5, as of March 5th we have received $110,000. This total puts us on 
track to be just short of our annual goal. In light of this year’s pandemic, 
many of the causes supported by the Global Mission’s Offering did not take 
place such as youth and college ministries mission trips. However, your 
continued support has allowed us to support missionaries doing work in 
Africa. Your sacrificial giving has enabled us to provide over 6,000 weekend 
snack bags for food insecure children in our community.  

In addition, we have been able to support mission causes at the international, 
state and local levels.  Thank you, church family, for faithfully giving 
above and beyond the tithe to this year’s Global Mission Offering.
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THE JOHNSONS
This past July my wife, Becca, and I, along with our friend 
Lisa, moved to Corvallis Oregon in order to plant a chap-
ter of the Northwest Collegiate Ministries (NCM) at Oregon 
State University. Our mission is for every student on Oregon 
State’s campus to have an encounter with the Gospel. Our 
hope is to change the world by making disciples of Christ 
and sending them out as missionaries and leaders, who are 
invested in seeing the Kingdom come wherever they are.

As you may imagine, COVID-19 has created no small amount 
of uncertainty when trying to start something from the 
ground up. In the beginning, we were not sure what ways 

we would be allowed to interact with students or if there 
would even be students for us to minister to at all. At the 
very least, being confident that God had called us to this 
place at this exact point in time, we knew we had to try. We 
started the fall term by messaging every OSU student we 
could find on social media inviting them to be a part of our 
ministry. We also distributed “college survival kits” (ramen 
noodles), along with our information, and did some draw-
ings. We made contact with over 1,000 students by the 3rd 
week. This led to 25 initial meetings with students (we call 
them Gospel Appointments) which led to seven discipleship 
relationships and two students coming to faith in Jesus!
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One of these students is named Gracie. Becca met with 
her and shared the Gospel with her in the first week of 
school. Gracie was not yet ready to trust God with her life, 
but agreed to meet with Becca to read the Bible together, 
despite moving back to California with her family and tak-
ing classes online. Every week they would meet together 
through Facetime and talk about what Gracie had read in 
the Bible that week. Becca always took special care to con-
nect what she had read back to the Gospel. One day, they 
met and Gracie had read through the book of Lamentations. 
Gracie identified that she related to the people’s separation 
from God and the pain that it caused, and she was ready to 

trust the Lord. Becca and Gracie have continued to meet 
every week to discuss how she can grow in her faith and 
share it with others.

Since the start of the new year we have had several more 
gospel conversations and have begun new discipling rela-
tionship. In addition, we are developing friendships with 
students who have no faith in Jesus. Despite the uncertainty 
created by new social rules and the isolation those rules can 
create, God has proven faithful to work through those who 
are willing to try.
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MIKE ON MISSION

The passion for mission work 
ignited early in our marriage. 
We travelled with our church to work with a missionary and his 
local church members to share the love of Christ with their Peruvian 
community. The images of the  children peeking out from behind 
cardboard walls, women in aprons waving from their doorways with 
broad grins and others running happily through the dirt to meet us 
are like sweet treasured photographs.

The children immediately latched on to my husband as he unloaded 
the bags of treats. This was his first mission trip; he had questioned 
his ability to minister through missions as it was literally foreign 
territory for him. Very soon, the Holy Spirit drew not only the 
children, but also the men to visit with him. With hugs, smiles and 
very broken Spanish he engaged all who approached him. One 
gentleman, José, was particularly enamored with Mike. 
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He would wait to talk to him after the evening 
revival meetings and return early the next morning 
asking for “Nike.” We think something got lost in 
translation (Mike) or he saw the Nike name on his 
shirt. Regardless, it made the greeting even sweeter. It 
was hilarious to watch these two new friends as they 
tried to communicate with Mike’s loud and broken 
Spanish and José’s wild gesturing in his rapid fire 
native language. 

José was obviously drawn to the Jesus he saw living 
in Mike.  Before the trip was over, José’ indicated he 
wanted to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. Speaking 
through a translator, Mike was able to explain the plan 
of salvation to his friend and pray with him to receive 
Jesus. José’s heart was forever changed and Mike’s 
heart became passionate to follow in obedience to 
the calling of Christ. It is an unspeakable joy to be a 
part of the Lord’s work as new believers receive Christ 
as Lord.

Soon thereafter, we attended a medical missions 
conference in Houston. We were actively seeking an 
area to serve more in missions. As we entered the 
hallway to survey the booths, a smiling gentleman 
caught our attention and motioned us into his booth. I 
assumed they were seeking a doctor to serve on their 
team; but, no, the man was focused solely on Mike.  
As meeting attendees, my name tag was labelled 
with physician and Mike’s as pharmacist. Convincingly 
and passionately, this Samaritan’s Purse (SP) doctor 
conveyed the mission concept of his organization, the 
vision for their newly formed disaster assistance relief 

team (DART) and asked Mike to serve with them as a 
pharmacist. My husband immediately said yes, filled 
out the forms and finished the meeting in prayer. 

I was stunned but not surprised. When challenged why 
he so readily serves on these various mission endeavors, 
his answer is simple, “We pray daily for Jesus to give us 
opportunities to serve in His name. Whether asked by 
Jerry, Texas Baptist Men, Lubbock Baptist Association, 
SP, or another Christian organization, when the door 
opens, I am going through it. I consider this an act of 
obedience to Christ.”

Not long after the meeting in Houston, Samaritan’s Purse 
called and asked Mike to join their inaugural endeavor 
as a DART team. Again, though feeling poorly equipped 
and questioning himself the entire flight, he went to 
serve as pharmacist in the field hospital following a 
devastating 7.8 earthquake in Ecuador. He remembers 
the intense trauma the people experienced. Loved 
ones crushed before their eyes, homes devastated 
with many wandering the streets seeking the lost. 
The physical and emotional devastation left them 
wounded and needy. The excellently equipped DART 
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team was ready to meet their medical needs and share 
the love of Jesus; it opened the door for the salvation 
of many. The pharmacist’s role on a trip like this was to 
fill and dispense the medications to both those in the 
hospital and discharged patients. When time allowed, 
he went in to the hospital to comfort and pray with 
patients, encourage the staff or even sit by the bedside 
of someone dying. 

One particularly hot and humid day, Mike recalls 
feeling tired, discouraged and even sickened by the loss 
of lives in the hospital that day. He sat down outside 
to recover his emotions when he noticed Samaritan’s 
Purse delivering Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
to the local children. He was moved by the pure joy 
on the faces of the children and their parents as they 
received these simple shoeboxes prayerfully prepared 
and filled with blessings. Then he remembered the 
hands of his own family at home filling similar boxes. 
It was as if the Lord gave him this sweet moment of 
encouragement to help him stay the course.

The “yes” in response to God’s call, comes easier now 
as Mike understands that Christ will equip him and the 
Holy Spirit will speak through him. While 2020 was 
disastrous in the lives of many, Jesus was using the 
hands and feet of the Body of Christ to minister to the 
needs of others.

Franklin Graham boldly proclaims, “We do not run from 
the fire. Rather, we run to it to share the love of Jesus.” 
This was certainly an opportunity to run to the fire and 
soon the Samaritan’s Purse DART team partnered with 
a hospital in the heart of the accelerating pandemic 
in Italy.  The atmosphere on the plane trip over was 
somber as the medical personnel knew they were 
facing a truly unknown enemy that had already killed 
thousands. Mike recalls thinking “many on this team, 
including myself, were high risk to die if we became 
infected with COVID-19.” He may have admitted to a 
few that he was actually scared. 

The arrival of the medical tent brought hope to the 
people and relief for the overflowing hospitals and 
exhausted staff. One Italian physician said it brought 
great comfort to know that the world saw their distress 

MIKE CHECKING MEDICAL SUPPLIES AT  A 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE DART TENT IN HONDURAS 
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and was concerned enough to bring help. Despite the 
extreme cold, rain and wind the 60 bed tent hospital 
was assembled and caring for lives within a few short 
days. 

The very ill patients coming into the tent were filled 
with trepidation! What kind of medical care could 
take place in a tent? Can you imagine what they 
envisioned? They left knowing the love of Jesus. One 
mentally handicapped young man was very ill with 
COVID pneumonia and not expected to live. Daily the 
team poured into him with extra measures of love 
and prayer. At times he was difficult even striking 
the nurses. Finally, he seemed to turn a corner and 
steadily recovered. Before the man left the tent, he 
received Christ as his Savior. Many on the team wept 
as they witnessed the healing work of Jehovah Rapha.

After returning home, the next few weeks were 
filled with ministry orchestrated by First Lubbock. 
Feeding college students from the food trailer on two 
occasions followed by huge meals for the medical 
teams at the local large hospitals was the body of 
Christ “being on mission where their feet are!” Some 
of the nurses literally cried as they received the love 
and appreciation both spoken and displayed by these 
mission teams.

Then two category 5 hurricanes swept through 
Honduras leaving many injured, homeless and 
without hope. After the first hurricane, the DART 
team responded and set up a field hospital and 
mobile medical teams to reach the villages. The 
team witnessed firsthand the ravages of the second 
hurricane as the flooding waters swept through their 
own tents. 

One Honduran man found himself in desperate need. 
As he sat in the pharmacy awaiting his medications, 
the gentleman shared his story with a Billy Graham 
chaplain. He had lost his job as a construction laborer 
when the pandemic hit Honduras. Then the hurricane 
swept away his home and all the family’s belongings 
including their medications. He had no place to turn to 
get help for his family and there was no provision from 
his government. He found his way to the Samaritan’s 

Purse medical tent. There he received medical care, 
medicine, prayer and provisions to help his family.  

Mike believes this man received not only a bag full 
of needed medication but a heart filled with Hope. 
He was a local believer who received real help and 
encouragement and recommitted to his relationship 
with Jesus because of the love shown by his brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

Often these trips are challenging. Eating foreign food, 
sleeping on a cot in harsh weather, enduring long, 
fatiguing hours, and spending holidays away from 
family would bring complaints from many; but my 
husband sees it as an opportunity to give, and an 
opportunity to walk in obedience to the Lord.
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Serve Lubbock is a non-profit that works hand-in-hand with First Lubbock in service to our 
community. Below is a list of Serve Lubbock’s ongoing missional efforts in the Hub City:

HOUSING

Remodeling and rebuilding homes that are owned by Serve Lubbock/First Lubbock.
Provide housing for families who are unable to secure a home due to poor credit/no credit. 
Houses will be rented close to market value.
House remodels/rebuilds will be included in the overall missional efforts of First Lubbock providing 
our church family and other groups opportunities to work on the homes.

•
•
•
•

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Serve Lubbock will assist the neighborhood around First Lubbock in the remodeling of personal 
homes once the Serve Lubbock homes have been completed. The overall goal is to be engaged in 
christian community redevelopment of the neighborhood around First Lubbock with the goal of 
making the homes that are owned by our neighbors more comfortable for them and their families. 

•

EQUIPPING

We collaborate with other non-profits as we work with families involved in our housing ministry 
to train them in the areas of financial stability, parenting, etc. We seek to provide other training 
opportunities as we continue to assess needs in our community.

•

APARTMENT MINISTRY

Serve Lubbock will partner with apartment complexes in our community to provide engagement 
opportunities for their residents. Our first priority in this endeavor will be to engage children in 
the apartments through games, snacks and Bible stories. The goal will be to plant the seeds of the 
gospel in the lives of children and their families.

•
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There are many opportunities to serve our Lord through First 
Lubbock. Check out the many ways you can get on mission 
with us as we meet the needs of our city and our world!

serve
with us!

 13



The Good News Club is a Bible-centered organization.  
Its purpose is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
boys and girls in a local school. The organization shows 
students the Gospel and models a relationship with 
Jesus. Good News Clubs help build strong character 
both spiritually and morally by furnishing students 
with Christ-like, adult role models.

Before the pandemic began, The Good News Club was 
an after school program held at Dupre Elementary 
School that met on Thursdays until 5:00. The eight 
adult volunteers had 15-20 kids each week! Each week 
an exciting Bible lesson using colorful and engaging 
materials was presented. This action-packed time also 
included songs, scripture memory, a missions story 
and review games or other activities focused on the 
lesson’s theme.  

Our club also includes strong discipleship training to 
build character and strengthen moral and spiritual 
growth. 84% of those who accept Christ do so 
between ages 4 and 14. So we were excited to have 
the opportunity to interact with Good News Kids and 
spread the word of Christ.

At Dupre, kids learned about Jesus Christ, God’s 
Creation,  Adam and Eve, Abraham, and Jacob just to 
name a few. Good News Kids learned how to navigate 
through the Bible with hands-on training. They 
learned to pray for themselves and for others. They 
were allowed the freedom to ask questions and even 
act out Bible stories. The leaders watched as the Good 
News Kids grew in respect, self confidence,  control, 
and in blessed relationships all while having a good 
time!

Although 2020 cut our time short with the Good News 
Kids, we feel God’s timing is always perfect and we 
look forward to when we will be able to spread His 
Good News with the children again. 

Kids Hope USA sends mentors to schools around 
the country in order to to provide support, 
encouragement, and accountability to students who 
otherwise might not have a positive adult influence 
outside of teachers at their school. By simply showing 
up and giving individual attention to these students, 
mentors are able to form relationships. And for 12 
years, Kids Hope USA and First Lubbock have proudly 
partnered together to meet the needs of students at 
Dupre Elementary School.

Each week, mentors and students develop these 
friendships one hour at a time. We are convinced that 
a student’s life can change when given the chance to 
experience a reliable relationship with an adult. A 
mentor can make all the difference in the world by 
simply walking alongside a child during some of the 
most significant years of their young life. Teachers 
have reported that 99.3% of their Kids Hope students 
improved in their academics, attendance, behavior, 
and attitude. All of that, simply because they received 
hope from someone who believed in them! 

Mentors build relationships with Kid Hope USA 
students by providing a loving, nurturing, supportive 
environment that makes for a better future. A great way 
to spend your hour with a Kids Hope child is by simply 
talking, listening, playing games, reading, drawing, or 
just laughing.  As a result, mentors make a difference in 
the lives of children in our community. One child. One 
Hour. One Church. One School.

To be a part of changing the trajectory of a child’s life 
and Kids Hope USA please contact Kathryn McMillan 
(kathryn@firstlubbock.org) or 806-239-1812

Dupre Elementary
outreach

KIDS HOPE USA THE GOOD NEWS CLUB

Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each 
other; let us show the truth by our actions.

1 John 3:18
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Word of Hope Bible Study is an outreach ministry that for over 30 years has 
carried the light of God’s Word into county, state, and federal prisons across 
America.  There are three sets of lessons written in both English and Span-
ish.  Certificates of Completion are mailed to each prisoner to acknowledge his 
or her efforts and faithfulness.

Close to 2750 students are currently enrolled.  Most are inmates housed in 
jails or prisons; however, an inmate will often request lessons be mailed to 
family members and friends.  Many of those choose to participate and we are 
privileged to send God’s Word into the homes where the inmates may return 
upon release.  

A committed, faithful group of volunteers gather each Tuesday to grade the 
lessons and send new lessons.  Not all of the 40 volunteers have been able to 
gather together during the pandemic.  Those who are staying home are still 
grading lessons, preparing new lessons, honoring the prisoners’ prayer re-
quests, and continuing to be involved right alongside those who invest their 
time on Tuesday mornings.

In many ways, Word of Hope volunteers become the inmates’ surrogate friends 
and family.  We pray for their mothers enduring cancer treatments.  We find 
helpers to counsel families grieving the heartbreaking suicide of their son and 
brother.  We encourage prisoners who want to give up on themselves, their 
faith, and their God.  We dispense praise and confidence to every inmate with 
words of encouragement on graded lessons.  We volunteers are not just the 
givers in this relationship, but also the receivers.  The inmates write words of 
gratitude and encouragement to their graders.  Many of them send us Christ-
mas cards with a note of thanks.  The prisoners really are the reason we keep 
coming back week after week.

God continues to bless Word of Hope with partners who support our ministry 
with prayers as well as financial gifts.  WOH is volunteer funded and volunteer 
staffed.  If you would be interested in learning more about Word of Hope, or 
becoming involved in the ministry, you are encouraged to call Connie at 806-
317-1576
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The Silent Partner Prayer Ministry is a ministry of First 
Lubbock that provides support to the law enforcement 
officers who serve in the Lubbock area. The ministry was 
started in November of 2007 with the help of Chief of 
Police Claude Jones and Lubbock County Sheriff David 
Gutierrez. The ministry now includes officers from the 
Lubbock Police Department, Lubbock County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Texas Tech Police Department and 
the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Members of First Lubbock are equiped to be Silent 
Partners (prayer partners) for officers.  They complete 
enrollment cards and agree to pray for their assigned 
officer and his or her family every day.  Some Silent 
Partners have even asked for more than one officer.  
Some members of the church know officers and have 
asked for a specific officer.  The Silent Partners also 
promise to write an appreciation or encouragement 
card to their officer(s) at least once each month.  

Once each month the cards are collected and an 
envelope is prepared for each officer who has asked 
to be included in the program.  A card is prepared for 
every officer each month even when a Silent Partner 
may forget or be out-of-town.  We want every officer 
to know that someone is thinking of them and that 
they are appreciated for doing the work that they 
perform.  Most of the Silent Partners use cards that 
are provided each month but some will use other 
cards that they have made themselves or purchased.  
Some Silent Partners have sent small gifts or gift cards 
on special occasions.

The cards are delivered to officers with each agency 
who act as coordinators for the agency.  They deliver 
the cards to each officer that participates in the 
ministry within that agency.  

Almost every month notes and e-mails are received 
from officers (see page 14 for an example). The 
officers comment that they look forward to the cards 
and appreciate the cards and prayers.  Many have 
said they cannot believe that people would take 
the time every day to remember them and their 
families in prayer. Our goal is to make sure that the 
law enforcement officers in our community know that 
the citizens in their area appreciate their service and 
support them. We also recognize that Solomon wrote 
in Psalm 127:1b, “Unless the LORD watches over the 
city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.” In our prayers 
for our first responders we are asking the Lord to 
“watch over the city.”  To be successful, the officers 
need God’s support and we need to ask God to watch 
over our city and the men and women who protect us.

We provide a special New Testament for every law 
enforcement officer that is a part of the ministry.  
Anyone who calls First Lubbock home can help with 
this project. Also, a monetary gift to the Silent Partner 
Ministry can be added to your tithe to help with this 
project. 

The law enforcement agency provides one kind of 
equipment and ammunition for the officers but First 
Lubbock provides ammunition that can be used to 
change the hearts of men and women.  

We need new Silent Partners. There are additions to 
the number of officers who are requesting a Silent 
Partner and we want to include other agencies in 
Lubbock County. Please consider if the Lord would 
have you help us encourage these civil servants on a 
daily basis. If you would like additional information or 
an enrollment card, contact Jim Tillinghast, the First 
Lubbock Silent Partner coordinator, at 794-3898 (or 
you may ask someone in the church office).

SILENT PARTNER PRAYER MINISTRY
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For the last three year’s First Lubbock has been 
providing weekend snack bags for food insecure 
children in our community.  As of 2018, Lubbock 
County had an overall food insecurity rate of 
15.3% and a childhood food insecurity rate of 
20.8%.

At designated times, volunteers will gather to 
pack snack bags. Our Serve Lubbock Ministries 
provides opportunities for young and old to gather 
to fill snack bags. The current count for this school 

year is 6,470 snack bags given to food insecure 
children. If the numbers stay the same for the 
remainder of the spring 2021 semester, we will 
have shared over 10,500 snack bags. However, 
the needs continue to grow. For instance, our 
first week of school we sent out 179 bags and this 
past week we prepared 324 bags for distribution. 
Most of the bags that are prepared are for the 
Frenship Schools.  Additionally, we provide bags 
for Lubbock ISD’s Whiteside Elementary and 
Lubbock Cooper Central Elementary. 
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Frenship is deeply grateful to have partners like FBC Lubbock, the commitment the congregation 
and staff has made to our students is truly incredible! While most of the physical and emotional 
challenges our students face come from outside the classroom, those challenges affect their 
ability to excel inside the classroom. Ensuring that hundreds of students across Frenship have 
food security on a weekly basis is an a ministry that extends beyond a bag of food into changing 
the lives of our most vulnerable kids and families.

- Dr. Michelle McCord. Superintendent Frenship ISD

Hunger is more than an empty stomach and a bare pantry. For those who suffer from hunger, 
they feel it physically, mentally, and emotionally. Though when hungry and a child has access to 
food over the weekend, everything changes. They can learn in school. They can grow as a person. 
They can make a difference in the lives of other students. I would like to share what hunger truly 
means to kids and families in our community at Cooper Central Elementary and the impact that 
First Lubbock Weekend Snack Bag Ministry has on their lives.

A parent lost their job due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the student mentioned he was worried 
that he wasn’t going to have anything to eat on the weekend. We got him signed up for the 
Weekend Snack Bag Ministry and he took the bag home that weekend. He reported on Monday 
that it was the only food in the house over the entire weekend. He was at school on Monday, 
bright-eyed and ready to learn. He stopped worrying about having something to eat and was able 
to focus on his learning.

- J.R. Salinas

Thank you! We are very appreciative of the kindness you show to our students at Whiteside 
Elementary. My students benefit because they have food and the teachers benefit because we 
know our students are taken care of! Thank you so much or the food bags, love and prayers that 
you bestow upon our students. 

- Barbra Castner

WEEKEND SNACK BAGS IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY
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• fence/gate repair

• lawn and tree maintenance

• changing light bulbs

• landscape maintenance

• assistance with moving

• painting (inside and out)

• vehicle repair

• plumbing maintenance

• transportation - to and 
from doctor appointments, 
grocery shopping, etc.

Helping Hands is a “handy man” ministry that assists with projects for people 
in our church and in the community who need help with maintenance around 
the home, including, but not limited to:

HELPING HANDS MINISTRY
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Looking back at 2020, it’s certainly difficult to ignore the 
opportunities and events that were upended. We had to 
postpone some mission trips, and completely cancel others. 
We had to change a lot of plans. But for each door that was 
closed, it felt like ten more were flung wide open. We didn’t 
get to send teams all over the country and the world like 
we could in the past, but we were able to meet more needs 
right here in the city of Lubbock than we have any year 
previously.

From battling food insecurity to loving on our frontline 
workers, First Lubbock was able to reach, love, and serve 
more people in our own backyard than we ever have before. 
And it was all made possible by our church family. You 
answered the call—big time. Through your time, energy, 
tithes, offerings, and love we were able to meet the needs 
of the people in the South Plains AND people around the 
globe.Yes, even in the midst of a pandemic, we still found 
ways to reach people all over the world.

In fact, First Lubbock partnered with over 30 different non-
profits, agencies, and organizations all across the globe in 
order to meet the needs of the many. Take a look at the 
different ways we were able, with your help, to make a 
difference this past year.

First Lubbock
Missions
Year In Review

 21



BATTLING FOOD INSECURITY

St. Benedict’s and other non-profits began to improvise on how they would 
meet the needs of the hungry and homeless in our community. First Lubbock 
continued to provide food and volunteers for St. Benedict’s Chapel to help 
the staff prepare the meals to be served in to-go containers.

ST. BENEDICT’S CHAPEL

LUBBOCK IMPACT

First Lubbock and Lubbock Impact have partnered together every summer 
for over 10 years to serve free, warm meals to people in need. In a typical 
summer our team would average about 250 meals every Wednesday and in 
an especially busy week, that number would grow to about 350. In 2020 that 
number grew to an average of 1000 meals a week. The need was great, but 
thanks to your giving, we were able to prepare over 10,000 meals this past 
summer.

Our community certainly appreciates the delicious food that First Lubbock provides on Friday 
nights even in the absence of the volunteer teams during the shutdown of last year. Please thank 
your church family for delivering many pans of chicken and beef spaghetti, casseroles, sloppy 
joes, hot dogs, green beans, salad with dressing and cookies throughout the year. The monetary 
value of these meals from your church is huge. It means the world to us to have this dedication 
from First Lubbock in our mission to feed body and souls for the food insecure.

- Angela Cobb. Director, St. Benedicts Chapel

In addition to preparing snack bags for students throughout the year, First Lubbock also 
partnered with two other local organizations to help serve hungry people across Lubbock.
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In 2020, most of the tourism to Belize was cancelled 
which led to a major negative economic impact to their 
country. It is not an exaggeration to say that the result 
was devastating. People who were unable to work were 
unable to eat. But God had a plan and began to use 
Amarillo’s Word at Work was able to step in. 

First Lubbock partnered with Word at Work throughout 
the past year in order to send food to the citizens of 
Belize. Through this partnership effort we were able to 
send over  ONE MILLION MEALS  to Belizeans.
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SERVING OUR FRONTLINE WORKERS
Over the course of last year we were able to serve free lunches and dinners to the hardworking hospital workers 
at UMC, Covenant, and the South Plains Rehabilitation Hospital. It was our way to express our gratitude to the 
heroes of each one of these hospitals, and to thank them for their tireless work during the pandemic.

SOUTH PLAINS REHABILITATION

UMC

COVENANT
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SERVING OUR TEACHERS

Teaching school is a rewarding, but admittedly, an incredibly 
challenging task. Add a pandemic to the mix and that responsibility 
becomes even more daunting. We have always done our best to 
recognize the important role that teachers and administrators 
play in educating our children, and the strengthening of growth 
and development in our communities.

Prior to school starting, First Lubbock provided lunch to the faculty 
and staff from Dupre Elementary, Ramirez Charter Schools and 
Lubbock Cooper Central Elementary. In addition to a chicken fajita 
lunch, First Lubbock gave each teacher a gift to serve as a reminder 
that we were going to be actively praying for them throughout 
this school year.
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GRACE CAMPUS
HOMELESS MINISTRY
On behalf of Grace Campus and our Board of Directors, I want to thank you for the generous 
donations we received from your church throughout the past year. Your support helped us 
continue fulfilling our mission to inspire hope, instill value, and equip individuals experiencing 
homelessness throughout our area. It also gave us the ability to respond quickly to our most 
pressing needs when they arose. The ability to purchase food, equipment, supplies, hygiene 
resources, and other items promoting social distancing allowed us to provide an environment 
where people felt safe and could focus on working hard to move out of homelessness.

Although 2020 was a year that most of us would like to forget, we also witnessed some 
life-changing events at Grace Campus. We had 76 people move from Grace Campus into 
independent living. We had the privilege of witnessing so many lives forever altered…a 
young lady fulfilling her dreams to go to college, a husband and wife who worked hard to 
regain custody of their children, individuals that made the difficult choice to go through 
drug rehabilitation, a young man who was able to stay healthy and COVID-19 free so he 
could undergo brain surgery, as well as the countless individuals that found employment 
and realized there was hope for a better future. Your church is a part of that success. There 
is simply no way those things could have happened without the support of caring individuals 
like you.

We witness daily how the greatest impact in the lives of others happens when we all work 
together. Thank you for partnering with us. Your support has given Grace Campus the 
opportunity to serve our community in a better way and provide hope for the individuals 
that come through our gates. Thank you for being light in this world!
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March 25 
April 24 
April 24

May 5 & 6 
May 20

June 13-19
June 24-27 

Dupre Elementary Community Outreach

Kid Fish at Maxey Park

First Responder Family Fish 

serving food to staff at the Montford Unit

Hosting 5th Grade Banquet for Dupre Elementary

168 student Mission Trip to Mission Arlington 

Family Mission Trip to Mission Arlington 

In an effort to communicate with our church family more frequently about how 
you can serve, we will begin sending out a Serve Lubbock bi-monthly email. We 
will also be conducting a survey to gauge the interest of our church family and 
how our church family would like to get involved in various mission opportunities. 
The link to this survey will be posted to firstlubbock.org/serve (where you will be 
able to sign up to receive the bi-monthly email).

At this time we are unable to schedule international trips because the US is requiring a negative COVID19 test 
to get back in the country. We will communicate with you as we begin to put our international trips on the 
calendar.

*
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Connect Magazine
August, September, october, November 2020

Are you wanting to become 
a follower of christ?

Do you want to learn more 
about becoming a part of 
our church family?

Do have a prayer request?

Do you need someone to 
talk to?

text
flrespond
to 94090

We’d love to talk to 
you today!


